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Abstract: Africa is in dire need of economic, socio-political and infrastructural developments that will take it out of abject 

poverty and other forms of backwardness that have made it a subject of scorn among its peers in spite of its vast natural and 

human resources. Many scholars have attributed the economic and developmental state of the African continent to a number of 

factors including colonialism, poverty, poor leadership, illiteracy, war and ethnic rivalry. This study, while not disputing those 

reasons as identified by earlier scholars, is rather of the view that there is a singular factor that is fundamental to Africa’s 

underdevelopment and all other factors aside this singular factor are somehow offshoots of that singular factor. The study 

established that the first step ever towards any significant development in the history of mankind was prompted by the climate. 

Therefore, the development of Africa could not have been at the same pace with the rest of the world that were not equally 

endowed with favourable climates like those in Africa. The early discoveries and developments in the history of mankind 

encouraged more advanced developments. It became obvious from this study that the creative and problem resolution ability of 

the early African man was greatly incapacitated by the continent’s favourable climatic conditions whereas the less favourable 

conditions of his counterpart in other continents turned out to be an advantage to his counterpart’s early and progressive 

developments over the ages. African leaders need to be more people oriented in their economic programmes, promote national 

interests above their personal and foreign masters’ interests for the good of the continent that has not only become a mockery 

but also a global problem in view of the high influx of its people on illegal migrations to the rest of the world for the purpose 

of seeking better lives. The continent should therefore be both economically and politically independent. 
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1. Introduction 

Several literature regard African countries generally as 

undeveloped, underdeveloped or developing [7, 9, 11, 37]. 

Only a few of them like South Africa, Algeria and Mauritius 

are regarded as near developed or emerging markets with 

respect to infrastructure [10, 12, 66]. It is obvious that several 

economic indicators like high unemployment rates, high 

inflation, high cost of living and import dependence, as well 

as socio-political factors such as political instability, 

insecurity and prevalent social vices especially among the 

youths are prevalent in virtually all African countries. 

Africa has also been described as a highly endowed 

continent with an abundance of natural and human resources 

[30, 57, 59]. Several of the natural resources remain largely 

untapped while the human resource that ought to be an asset 

to the continent has become a liability not only to itself but to 

some other continents of the world. The continent is plagued 

with high levels of unemployment, illiteracy, avoidable 

diseases, youth involvement in acts of terrorism, militancy 

and other social vices [59, 73-74]. Many youths have tried to 

escape from the continent to seek better lives elsewhere, 

especially in Europe and America, where they would not 

mind living as slaves and refugees. For the past few years, 

the continent has received pitiable news of many African 

youths losing their lives on the high seas while trying to cross 

in rickety and unlicensed boats from Africa to Europe. Many 

European countries have numerous Africans as illegal 

immigrants making a living through menial jobs and worse 

still through prostitution. There is no doubt that many 

Africans and their descendants living within and outside the 

continent have made and are still making phenomenal impact 

in every facet of life. However the state of the African 

underdevelopment which has invariably prompted some of 

its citizenry to seek better lives outside the continent is a 
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source of concern for this study. 

The state of a nation’s socio-economic development goes a 

long way to define the respect that would be accorded the 

citizenry. Citizens of developed economies generally attract 

more respect from undeveloped economies as they are most 

often regarded as expatriates or tourists when they visit. 

However, citizens of the undeveloped economies attract less 

respect and are often despised and treated as illegal 

immigrants and refugees. 

Many scholars agree that the African continent is lagging 

far behind others in terms of economic growth and 

development, standard of living, security and political 

stability [6, 9, 19, 47, 51]. In fact, Africa is described as the 

least developed continent in the world [42]. The scholars 

have equally identified several reasons such as political 

instability, colonization and deliberate attempts to frustrate its 

development by the developed economies as being 

accountable for the poor state of development in the 

continent. Africa is more import dependent than export 

dependent [4, 60]. What it exports are largely agricultural 

produce and raw minerals for meagre incomes compared to 

where value is added to the items prior to export. 

This study took cognizance of the pre-colonization era 

where Africa was free like any other continent of the world 

to determine its fate. There is no widely acceptable date the 

earth came into existence, therefore determining the age of 

the world lies between the dates provided by the various 

religious books and archaeological findings. While many of 

the religious books put the world’s age in thousands of years, 

the archaeologists put it at millions and billions of years [33, 

36, 52]. This study would therefore assume that there was a 

time in history when the people of the world regardless of 

colour, race and location had the same opportunities to 

develop to their maximum potential. 

Why is Africa, regarded as a third world economy, visibly 

far behind most countries of the world to the extent that most 

of the products of mechanical, technological, medical and 

socio-political advancements found within the continent have 

their origins traceable to some other continents? If the 

argument that the world is flat, which literarily means a level 

playing field, is upheld, it therefore pre-supposes at least for 

the purpose of this study that every form of development was 

once at zero (flat) level [14, 23]. One can then seek to know 

the explanations for the disparity in the levels of 

development and advancement from one country to the other. 

Why are some countries lagging behind others in terms of 

development and advancement? The question this study 

would be addressing is, what could have triggered the 

development in the developed economies at the beginning of 

their worlds that made them far ahead of their African 

counterparts? Similar to that question is, what could have 

made Africa so complacent, right from the beginning of its 

world that left it behind its counterparts in terms of 

innovation and development? 

2. Conceptual Framework 

Inventions can oftentimes be the solution to challenges or 

limitations of the human society and the human race at large. 

Developments recorded by the human race throughout the 

ages can in a way be regarded as the outcomes of innovation 

and inventions borne out of necessities and the need for 

improvement. 

Figure 1 below provides a conceptual framework for 

development arising from necessity and frustration. The 

process of initial development therefore entails a stimulus 

that creates a need for solutions. 

 

Source: [76]. 

Figure 1. Simple model for illustrating the nature of the creative process. 

The stimulus could be life threatening issues that create the 

need for survival which leads to a generation of ideas. The 

ideas go through the process of validation and are thereafter 

subjected to experimentation which depicts idea development 

as shown in Figure 1 above. When the idea is tested and is 

able to satisfy the needs created by the stimulus, a 

development is said to have been achieved. 
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3. Literature Review 

Economic development often signals advancement and 

progress, however the level and pace of development vary 

from one country to another. What triggers development also 

varies from one economy to the other [8, 18, 27, 29, 31, 67]. 

Innovation plays a very critical role in world development 

even from the medieval ages and this is evidenced in 

improved standards of living, improved efficiency and 

economies of scale amongst others [2, 22, 54, 64]. In fact, 

several studies have tried to explain the evolution and 

progress of human development aided by innovation. For 

instance, a study of the early to Middle Stone Age transition 

and the emergence of modern human behaviour revealed that 

some of the early inventions could be traced to the Sangoan 

industry (a Paleolithic tool making style) traced to the Congo 

basin, Lower and Middle Nile, and other parts of Africa [75]. 

A study traced human development from the Paleolithic 

period through to the Mesolithic period, the archaic to the 

modern state [32]. In each of the stages of development, 

humans were challenged by their survival instincts which 

was referred to as stress [32]. 

Many factors account for the level of world development 

and the disparities in development from one economy to the 

other. For instance, South Korea’s economic success and 

development can be traced to its colonization by the Japanese 

between 1905 and 1945 [41]. The Japanese influence turned 

a country that was known for corruption and ineffective 

social institutions into a highly authoritarian and penetrating 

organization that was capable of simultaneously controlling 

and transforming the economy into a production-oriented 

one, with an increase in manufacturing activities and exports. 

It is interesting to note that the colonialism that advanced the 

Korean economic development was also given as the major 

cause for the backwardness of Africa’s economic 

development and growth. Africa was described as a continent 

plagued by hunger, war, illness and poverty and may be 

tending towards a catastrophe [50]. The actual state of Africa 

was further corroborated as a continent in abject poverty, 

state weakness and insecurity which is now threatening the 

security and welfare of other continents [70]. 

The state of Africa’s underdevelopment was viewed by 

two schools of thought: the endogenous) and the exogenous). 

The endogenous school of thought argues that the bane of 

Africa’s development is an inside problem caused and 

located within the continent and its people. This school of 

thought refuses to accord any serious importance to whatever 

damages that could be attributed to colonialism of the 

African countries. In fact, some scholars belonging to the 

school of thought argued that African colonialism brought 

political stability to the continent while it also laid the 

foundation for its economic independence and infrastructural 

development [50]. This school of thought believes that the 

underdevelopment of Africa was caused by the post-colonial 

political system of the continent rather than colonialization. 

This school of thought strongly believes that the continent is 

more advantaged on many fronts than a lot of the developed 

economies in terms of the abundance and variety of natural 

resources the continent possesses. It traces the bane of 

Africa’s emancipation and development to the massive level 

of corruption, weak leadership, lack of corporate governance, 

ethnic and religious conflicts, political instability, high level 

of illiteracy, promotion of personal interest above national 

interest, absence of the rule of law and poor education 

system. In examining some of the reasons put forward by the 

endogenous school of thought, it may not be out of the way 

to consent that compared with other developed continents, 

Africa is far behind. For instance, while there has always 

been a high level of illiteracy on the continent, many of those 

that were able to acquire education within the continent were 

barely proficient and grossly lacked the technical know-how 

required in bringing acquired knowledge to practice because 

the educational curricula were mostly theoretical and archaic. 

The prevalence and the effects of these inadequacies are 

visible across the continent. 

The second school of thought (exogenous) believes 

strongly that the colonialization of Africa was the major 

drawback of the continent’s emancipation and development. 

It argues that imperialism and slave trade ensured that the 

most brilliant and agile Africans, who could have developed 

their continent, were forcefully taken away while those that 

were able to escape were left traumatized and in fear and 

could not really do anything to advance the course of their 

development. Furthermore, colonialism introduced ethnic 

supremacy among tribes that had once been living together in 

unity prior to its advents. The continent was turned to a raw 

material production colony for European factories and 

exploited by their Caucasian and African collaborators. The 

effect remains till date. The school of thought believes that 

Africa is poorer and socially and developmentally backward 

today than it would have been had colonialism not occurred 

[5, 34, 63, 65, 72]. According to the school of thought, 

African countries are poorer today than they were at 

independence. The effect of European slavery and 

colonialism is evident in the continent’s technological 

deficits and political and economic backwardness [5]. A 

political system that was alien to its natural tendencies and 

system of governance and emancipation was imposed on the 

continent by the colonial masters. The new political system 

distorts the continent’s growth and development to the extent 

that it is yet to recover and may never recover. In another 

vein, colonialism was not only repressive to the colonized 

and their development but equally exploitative of the 

people’s intellects, energy and economic resources to the 

advantage of the colonial masters and deprivation of the 

colonized [5]. Colonialism is a system associated with 

economic depression, political repression and cultural 

oppression of the colonized by the colonial masters [58, 70]. 

In summary, the exogenous school of thought believe that 

colonialism should be blamed for the current state of Africa’s 

development. It is evident from the Rwanda genocide that the 

colonial master caused a major division and hatred between 

people of the same tribe and culture who were brothers and 

lived peaceful with each other before the arrival of colonial 
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masters and the Church [45, 77]. 

While both schools of thought may not be ignored in 

exhuming reasons for why and how Africa is where it is 

today in terms of development whether political, economic or 

technological, there should be at least one fundamental factor 

in nature that accounts for the continent’s underdevelopment. 

The reason why the arguments of the two schools of thought 

are being discounted lies in the fact that not only is it that the 

African continent was colonized, America was also colonized 

by Britain just like the Koreans were colonized by the 

Japanese. Those other previously colonized economies have 

since been emancipated and stand shoulder to shoulder if not 

taller in every aspect of development than their colonial 

masters. For instance, America for several decades has been 

the world power and leads in terms of technology while it has 

exported its political systems to several parts of the world. It 

remains a close ally of no lower repute to Britain, its former 

colonial master. Australia was once a colony of Britain, but 

today it’s almost at par with its colonial masters and /or the 

rest of the developed world. Many attempts to colonize China 

failed but nevertheless it has had its own share of an 

oppressive and repressive system of governance under the 

emperors. It was able to do away with the imperial system of 

governance and introduced a more liberal and people 

oriented governance style and without any doubt, China 

remains a country to be reckoned with in terms of economic 

and technological development. 

An unpublished statement was also made by a Nigerian 

presidential aspirant that “blacks are not wired to invent” 

[62]. In spite of the level of civilization that Europeans and 

the rest of the world brought to Africa through education, 

travels and technology amongst others, some repressive 

beliefs among Africans still subsist. For instance, albinos are 

still considered as evil and in some places are killed for ritual 

purposes [17, 49, 68, 71]. The killing of twins in parts of 

Nigeria which was stopped by the intervention of Mary 

Slessors, a Scotish missionary to Nigeria between 1876 and 

1915 would have continued till later years [3, 20-21]. The 

practice of burying servants with native kings who were in 

some cases educated and civilized are feared to still be in 

existence in some parts of Africa. 

Why is Africa different? Some racist explanations 

exploiting nature put the blame for the continent’s 

underdevelopment on the colour of Africans [24, 35, 69]. 

Some other scientifically unsubstantiated theories argue that 

Africans possess lower IQs compared to other races [16, 40, 

46]. In trying to justify the low IQs of Africans, the school of 

thought considers the level of wastage and flamboyant 

display of wealth by Africans in the midst of poverty, 

especially where such wealth could be deployed for more 

productive activities and for the betterment of their society. 

For instance, currency notes from supposedly hard earned 

incomes are usually displayed and trampled upon by the 

blacks at societal parties like weddings, parties and funerals 

while some people sew the notes together to make garments, 

umbrellas, shoes and bags. The arguments for the low IQ 

levels of blacks compared with whites were not necessarily 

in written or oral examinations but in the application of 

common sense. Though this study would also be exploiting 

nature to explain the reason behind the underdevelopment of 

the African continent and if any, the slow pace of the 

development. The continent’s climate would be the basis for 

the explanation. 

There is no dispute that Africa is underdeveloped and lags 

behind other continents but the cause of the 

underdevelopment remains uncertain [11]. There are 

divergent views by scholars as to the primary cause of 

Africa’s underdevelopment. Some scholars attributed the 

state of Africa’s underdevelopment to the prevalence of 

diseases on the continent [13, 25]. Others opined that the 

slavery of African citizens by the various colonial masters 

distorted the continent’s self-development and growth [26, 

38, 48, 55-56, 61]. The European colonial powers terrorized, 

exterminated, abused and misused indigenous Africans and 

left the continent in a state of underdevelopment and the 

survivors impoverished [7]. Africa is yet to recover from the 

damages done by colonialism to the psyche and mental 

balance of the Africans while some of the past and incumbent 

African leaders operate in manners not too different from the 

styles of the colonial masters. The colonial masters may not 

be wholly responsible for the continent’s underdevelopment 

rather the application of inappropriate development theories 

is the major bane of continent’s development [53]. Africa has 

been bombarded with several development theories which, 

though worked effectively to transform the developed 

countries but, were inappropriate for the Africa in every 

respect as they made the continent depend on the developed 

economies for development. Africa should have its home 

grown development theories that are peculiar to the 

continent’s specific needs and resources [53]. Such theories 

should promote the dissociation of the continent temporarily 

from international trades so that it can establish its own and 

develop its own industries to the point that it can trade 

competitively in the global markets without being exploited 

as it is being done now. The theory of dependency is a 

situation in which the development and growth of an 

autonomous nation’s economy is dictated by the activities 

and policies of another nation [28]. The theory makes one 

nation subservient to another; though it may be autonomous 

in word, it is not in a political and economic manner. The 

dependency theory is in practice across the African continent. 

It is hurting, repressing and limiting for the continent. 

This study is not discrediting the reasons that these 

scholars have advanced to explain the underdevelopment of 

Africa, however it is of the view that those reasons are 

possibly offshoots of at least one fundamental reason that 

was present at the point in time the entire universe was at 

zero level of development. Human development of all forms, 

aside creation attributed to divine nature, was the product of 

evolution, starting from inventions and innovation to 

improvements. The pre, post and stone-age preservative, 

mechanical, technological, infrastructural and a host of other 

life-dependent evolutional developments occurred at ground 

zero. A study of the early man through the Stone Age tracked 
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provided a track from ground zero level of development of 

how humans evolved from prey hunting, fruit gathering and 

nomadic lifestyle to inventing weapons and making fire from 

stones [44]. It is this fundamental reason that the study 

decided to identify and examine the single factor that 

possibly triggered African underdevelopment at the point the 

entire universe was at zero level of development. This study 

is also not denying the early inventions that have traces to 

Africa. Some of the early inventions in Africa that are 

traceable to periods from Middle Stone Age and Late Stone 

Age include the lithic technology found in Tanzania and 

Kenya and production of blades in bifacial and unifacial 

forms in East Africa [15, 43]. Egypt is prized among the 

early inventors of arts, engineering, medicine, astronomy, 

mummification and sports [1, 39]. 

4. The Effect of Climate on Africa’s 

Development 

This study aims to explore the role of climate in explaining 

the underdevelopment of Africa from the time the entire 

human race was assumed to be at zero level. The assumption 

is that every race was created with the same IQ level but with 

different natural resources depending on their location. The 

one factor theory of development that this study is proposing 

to explain African underdevelopment would be illustrated as 

follows. 

Africa’s climate is considered more favourable and 

friendly than most other parts of the world. Assume a piece 

of cloth is given each to a naked African and a naked 

European, both living in their own respective continents, and 

that there is no other form of civilization (zero level) in any 

of these continents. Further assume that neither of them 

knows about the existence of the other or any other human on 

the surface of the earth. While the African, because of his 

continent’s friendly climate, may decide to tie the cloth 

around his neck, waist or not at all, he has a higher chance of 

survival than the European whose climate could be life 

threatening due to the harshness of the weather especially in 

winter. The harmattan season which is the equivalent of 

winter is not as life threatening as the latter. The European 

will have to devise a way of deploying the same piece of 

cloth given to his fellow African in a manner that keeps him 

warm, which requires deep thinking, invention, innovation 

and resource management. If the African was also put in that 

life threatening state, he would have done the same, as his 

survival thinking faculty would be activated much more, and 

faster than when he was put in an environment with a 

friendlier climate. The analogy of the piece of cloth can be 

extended to two men that suffer from serious mental illness 

of the same proportion, each living in the two continents - 

climate-friendly Africa and cold Europe. While the one on 

the African continent can walk about and survive in the 

harshest of the continent’s weather, his counterpart in Europe 

dares not. Otherwise, he would freeze to death. This analogy 

further presupposes that no amount of mental illness would 

likely make a madman in Europe walk about naked in the 

harshest of weathers. The harsh climate or situation has the 

potency to activate the thinking faculty of a man and bring 

out the best in him. This implies that the climate of a 

continent impacts significantly on the innovative ability of 

the continent’s inhabitants. Similarly, the fertility of the 

arable land across the African continent coupled with 

favourable weather conditions all through the year did not 

pose any challenge to the continent at the outset of human 

development. In some parts of Africa today, crops require no 

fertilization to improve yields. Irrigation is not required to 

sustain crops and in many cases, seedlings dropped by birds 

in transit can grow and blossom without any husbandry. This 

is the generosity of the African climate which, rather than 

challenging the thinking faculty of the continent’s inhabitants 

has left them contented with its nature’s produce. 

In a nutshell, the generally friendlier African climate did 

not pose much of a challenge that would have activated the 

innovative faculty of the African man. This argument is in 

consonance with a common saying that “necessity is the 

mother of invention”. The necessity for survival posed by the 

harsh climate in many developed continents prompted 

inventions which were continually improved upon. It may be 

argued that the developed economies may have overcome the 

necessity for survival, but their continued development may 

not be unconnected with the need for more efficient systems, 

improving the standard of living of its people, increasing 

competition and for economic and political reasons amongst 

others. It may also be argued that not all parts of Africa have 

friendly climates. However, it was much easier to migrate 

from unfriendly climatic regions in Africa to friendlier ones 

unlike other continents where they might likely experience 

similar climate across the continents at the same time and/ or 

where mobility at the early stage of human development 

could be a challenge, if not impossible. 

5. Conclusion 

This study has not discredited the several accounts by 

earlier studies to explain the underdevelopment of the 

African continent but rather considers them as factors arising 

from a single factor that is fundamental to the take-off of any 

form of human development from ground zero. The study has 

established that the first step towards any significant 

development in the history of mankind was prompted by the 

climate. The early discoveries and development encouraged 

more advanced development. The development of Africa 

could not have been at the same pace with the rest of the 

world as they were not equally endowed with favourable 

climates like those in Africa. It is obvious that the creative 

and problem solving ability of the early African man was 

greatly incapacitated by the continent’s favourable climate 

whereas the less favourable climate of his counterpart in 

another continent has turned out to be an advantage to his 

counterpart’s early and progressive development over the 

ages. However, now that the global climate change has not 

exempted the African continent from its adverse effects, it is 
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time for the continent to develop and be committed to home 

grown policies that will aid its rapid development and close 

the massive gap between it and the rest of the world. 

African leaders need to be more people oriented in their 

economic programmes and promote national interests above 

personal and foreign masters’ interests for the good of the 

continent. This is pertinent now that Africa has not only 

become a mockery but also a global problem regarding the 

illegal migration of African citizens to the rest of the world for 

the purpose of seeking better lives. There is no doubt that the 

continent is vastly endowed with all natural resources and it 

should be a bride to be courted and not humiliated or trampled 

upon by the developed economies that in any case cannot exist 

without the African continent. Africa should therefore be 

economically and politically independent of the world. 

 

References 

[1] AbdelreheemEad, H. (2014). History of science in Egypt (1). 
IOSR Journal Of Humanities and Social Science (IOSR-JHSS) 
Volume 19(1, VIII): 94-97. 

[2] Abeltina, A. (2007). The role of innovation in economic 
development. Ekonomika ir vadyba: aktualijos ir 
perspektyvos, Vol. 2(9): 5–9. 

[3] Adesina, O. A. and Obinna, E. (2014). Invoking gender: The 
thoughts, mission and theology of Mary Slessor in southern 
Nigeria. Africa in Scotland, Scotland in Africa, Vol. 14: 201–
227. 

[4] Afaha, J. S. and Aiyelabola O. O. (2012). Foreign trade and 
economic growth: Evidence from Nigeria. Arabian Journal of 
Business and Management Review (OMAN Chapter) Vol. 2 
(1): 26–48. 

[5] Alcott, W. (2017). The underdevelopment of Africa by 
Europe. Revealing histories. 
http://www.revealinghistories.org.uk/africa-the-arrival-of-
europeans-and-the-transatlantic-slave-trade/articles/the-
underdevelopment-of-africa-by-europe.html 

[6] Allard, G. (2015). Science and technology capacity in Africa: 
A new index. Journal of African Studies and Development, 
Vol. 7 (6): 137–147. 

[7] Asafa, J. (2015). The triple causes of African 
underdevelopment: Colonial capitalism, state terrorism and 
racism. International Journal of Sociology and Anthropology, 
Vol. 7(3): 75–91. 

[8] Awan, A. and Anum, V. (2014). Impact of infrastructure 
development on Economic growth: A case study of Pakistan. 
International Journal of Development and Economic 
Development, Vol. 2 (5): 1-15. 

[9] Awojobi, O. N. (2014). Corruption and underdevelopment in 
Africa: A discourse approach. International Journal of 
Economics, Commerce and Management, Vol. 2(10): 1–14. 

[10] Bakari, S. (2017). The impact of domestic investment on 
economic growth: New evidence from Malaysia. MPRA 
Paper No. 79436, Munich Personal RePEc Archive. 
https://mpra.ub.uni-
muenchen.de/79436/1/MPRA_paper_79436.pdf 

[11] Bhattacharyya, S. (2014). Root causes of African 
underdevelopment. Journal of African Economies, Vol. 18(5): 
745-780. 

[12] Blankley, W. and Moses, C. (2009). How innovative is South 
Africa? South African Journal of Science, Vol. 105:15-18.  

[13] Bloom, D. E and Sachs, J. D., (1998). Geography, 
demography and economic growth in Africa. Brookings. 
Papers on Economic Activity, Vol. 2: 207-295. 

[14] Burnham, A. (2017). Earth was barren, flat and almost entirely 
under water 4.4 billion years ago. Phys. Org. 
https://phys.org/news/2017-05-earth-barren-flat-billion-
years.html 

[15] Clark, J. D. (2008). The Cambridge history of Africa. From 
the earliest times to c. 500 BC. Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press. 

[16] Colman, A. (1972). Scientific racism and the evidence on race 
and intelligence. Race. 14. 137-153. 

[17] Cruz-Inigo, A. E; Ladizinski, B. and Sethi, A. (2011). 
Albinism in Africa: Stigma, slaughter and awareness 
campaigns. Dermatologic clinics. Vol. 29. 79-87. 

[18] Demetriades, P. and Hussein, K. (1996). Does financial 
development cause economic growth? Time-series evidence 
from 16 countries. Journal of Development Economics. 5: 
387-411. 

[19] Ebegbulem, J. C. (2012). Corruption and leadership crisis in 
Africa: Nigeria in focus. International Journal of Business 
and Social Science Vol. 3 (11): 221–227. 

[20] Edim, M. E. and Saba, I. A. (2014). Socio-cultural variables of 
religion and sports participation among secondary school 
students in northern states of Nigeria. Journal of Emerging 
Trends in Educational Research and Policy Studies 
(JETERAPS) 5(2): 232-235. 

[21] Eleojo, E. F. (2014). Africans and African humanism: What 
prospects? American International Journal of Contemporary 
Research, Vol. 4(1): 297–308. 

[22] Fagerberg, J., Srholec, M., Verspagen, B. (2010). The role of 
innovation in development. Review of Economics and 
Institutions, Vol. 1 (2): 1–29. 

[23] Friedman, T. L. (2006). The world is flat. A brief history of 
the twenty-first century. Allen Lane. 

[24] Fryer, R. G. and Levitt, S. D. (2006). Testing for racial 
differences in the mental ability of your children. American 
Economic Review, Vol. 103(2): 981-1005 

[25] Gallup, J., and J. Sachs. (2001). The economic burden of 
malaria, American Journal of Tropical Medicine and Hygiene, 
64(1-2): 85-96. 

[26] Gemery, H. and J. Hogendorn. (1979). The economic costs of 
West African participation in the atlantic slave trade: A 
preliminary sampling for the eighteenth century, in Gemery, 
H. 21 and J. Hogendorn (eds.), The uncommon market: essays 
in the economic history of the atlantic slave trade, Academic 
Press: New York. 

[27] Gould, D. M and Ruffin, R. J. (1993). What determines 
economic growth? Economic Review (Federal Reserve Bank 
of Dallas): 25–40. 



 International Journal of Business and Economics Research 2018; 7(6): 175-182 181 

 

[28] Greig, A., Hulme, D. and Turner, M. (2007). Challenging 
global inequality: Development theory and practice in the 21st 
century. Palgrave Macmillan. 

[29] Haller, A. (2012). Concepts of economic growth and 
development: Challenges of crisis and of knowledge. 
Economy Transdisciplinarity Cognition, Vol. 15(1): 66 – 71. 

[30] Hanson, K, D'Alessandro, C. and Owusu, F. (2014). Managing 
Africa's natural resources: Capacities for development. 
Springer. 

[31] Hanushek, E. A. (2013). Economic growth in developing 
countries: The role of human capital. Economics of Education 
Review: 204–221. 

[32] Hayden B. (1981). Research and development in the stone 
age: Technological transitions among hunter-gatherers. Curr. 
Anthrop., Vol, 22: 519-548. 

[33] Hazen, R. M. (2010). How old is earth, and how do we know? 
Evo Edu Outreach, Vol. 3:198–205. 

[34] Heldring, L. and Robinson, J. A. (2012). Colonialism and 
economic development in Africa. Working Paper 18566. 
NBER Working Paper Series. 
http://scholar.harvard.edu/files/jrobinson/files/colonialism_an
d_development_nber.pdf 

[35] Herrnstein, R. J. and Murray, C. (1994). The bell curve: 
Intelligence and class structure in American life. Free Press. 

[36] Hill, C. A. and Moshier, S. O. (2009).Flood geology and the 
grand canyon: A critique. Perspectives on Science and 
Christian Faith, Vol. 61(2): 99–115. 

[37] Ikechukwu, O. B. (2016). African theories of development 
and the reality of underdevelopment. International Journal of 
Development and Economic Sustainability, Vol. 4(4): 12 -19. 

[38] Inikori, J. E. (1992). The Atlantic slave trade: Effects on 
economies, societies and peoples in Africa, the Americas, and 
Europe. Dukepress. https://www.dukeupress.edu/The-
Atlantic-Slave-Trade/ 

[39] Janick, J. (2014). Agriculture: Origins of agriculture in Egypt. 
Spring Reference. 
http://www.springerreference.com/index/chapterdbid/395305 
9 

[40] Jensen, A. R., and Figueroa, R. A. (1975). Forward and 
backward digit span interaction with race and IQ: Predictions 
from Jensen's theory. Journal of Educational Psychology, 
67(6), 882-893. http://dx.doi.org/10.1037/0022-0663.67.6.882 

[41] Kohil, A. (2009). States and economic development. Brazilian 
Journal of Political Economy. Vol. 29 (2). 

[42] Lawal, G. (2006). Globalisation and Development: The 
Implications for the African economy. Humanity & Social 
Sciences Journal, Vol. 1 (1): 65-78. 

[43] Leplongeon. A (2017) Technological variability in the late 
palaeolithic lithic industries of the Egyptian Nile Valley: The 
case of the Silsilian and Afian industries. PLoS ONE 12(12): 
e0188824. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0188824 

[44] Lombard, M. (2013). Hunter-gatherers in Southern Africa 
before 20,000 years ago. The Oxford Handbook of African 
Archaeolog, edited by Peter Mitchell and Paul J. Lane. 
Oxford Press. 

[45] Longman, T. (2001). Church politics and the genocide in 
Rwanda. Journal of Religion in Africa, Vol. XXXI(2): 163 – 
186. 

[46] Lynn, R. and Meisenberg, G. (2010). The average IQ of sub-
Saharan Africans: Comments on Wicherts, Dolan, and Van der 
Maas. Intelligence. 38. 21-29. 

[47] Madavo, C. (2005). Africa: The development challenges of 
the 21st Century. The Africa program: The Woodrow Wilson 
International Center for Scholars. [Online] 
Available:http://www.wilsoncenter.org/sites/default/files/OP00
4.pdf 

[48] Manning, P. (1981). The enslavement of Africans: A 
demographic model. Canadian Journal of African Studies 15: 
499-526. 

[49] Masanja, M. M. (2015). Albinos’ plight: Will legal methods 
be powerful enough to eradicate Albinos’ scourge? 
International Journal of Education and Research Vol. 3(5): 
231–244. 

[50] McCarthy, C. (1994). The 1980s – A lost decade for the South 
African manufacturing sector? South African Journal of 
Economic History, Vol. 9(2): 66–83. 

[51] Mills, G. (2010). Why Is Africa poor? Center for Global 
Liberty & Prosperity. Development Briefing Paper No. 6. 
December 6, https://www.cato.org/publications/development-
briefing-paper/why-is-africa-poor 

[52] Mortenson, T. (2004). Philosophical naturalism and the age of 
the earth: Are they related? TMSJ 15/1 (Spring 2004) 71-92. 

[53] Negussie S. (2018). Why Africa remains underdeveloped 
despite its potential? Which theory can help Africa to 
develop?. Open Acc Biostat Bioinform. 1(2): 1 – 5. 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/325104326_Why_A
frica_Remains_Underdeveloped_Despite_its_Potential_Whic
h_Theory_can_Help_Africa_to_Develop 

[54] Nicolaides, A. (2014). Research and innovation – the drivers 
of economic development. African Journal of Hospitality, 
Tourism and Leisure Vol. 3 (2): 1-16. 

[55] Nunn, N. 2008. The Long-term tffects of Africa’s slave trades. 
Quarterly Journal of Economics, Vol.123(1): 139–76. 

[56] Nunn, N. and Wanchekon, L. (2011). The slave trade and the 
origins of mistrust in Africa American Economic Review, Vol. 
101: 3221–3252. 

[57] Nyandoro, M. (2011). Innovation opportunities in irrigation 
technology for using virtual water in 21st Century South 
Africa: Reflections from the past to the present. New Contree, 
Vol. 61: 201–226. 

[58] Nzongola-Ntalaja, G. (2014). Pan-Africanism since 
decolonization: From the Organisation of African Unity 
(OAU) to the African Union (AU). African Journal of 
Democracy and Governance. Vol. 1(4): 31–47. 

[59] Ogbeide, E. N. O and Agu, D. O. (2015). Poverty and income 
inequality in Nigeria: Any causality? Asian Economic and 
Financial Review, Vol. 5(3): 439-452. 

[60] Ogundipe, A. A., Ojeaga, P. and Ogundipe, O. M. (2014). Is 
aid really dead? Evidence from Sub-Saharan Africa. 
International Journal of Humanities and Social Science Vol. 
4(10, 1):300–314. 



182 Ezekiel Oseni:  A Single Factor Theory of Africa’s Underdevelopment  

 

[61] Ojo, E. O. (2015). The Atlantic slave trade and colonialism: 
Reasons for Africa’s underdevelopment? European Scientific 
Journal, Vol. 11 (17): 107–130. 

[62] Okeowo, O. (2018). We are not wired to produce because we 
are black. http://amibor.com/lord-we-are-not-wired-to-
produce-because-we-are-black-okeowo-olasubomi-
presidential-aspirant/ 

[63] Onebunne,, J. I. (2017). Slave trade, colonialism and neo-
colonialism: Revisiting critical issues in African 
underdevelopment. An African Journal of Arts and 
Humanities Vol. 3(7): 98–112. 

[64] Ramadani V. and Gerguri S. 2011. Innovation: Principles and 
strategies. Advances in Management, Vol. 4 (7): 7-12. 

[65] Rodney, W. (1983). How Europe underdeveloped Africa. 
Bogle-L'Ouverture Publications, London and Tanzanian 
Publishing House, Dar-Es-Salaam 1973, Transcript from 6th 
reprint, 1983. 

[66] Rodrick, D. (2008). The new development economics: We 
shall experiment, but how shall we learn? HKS Working Paper 
No. RWP08-055. 
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1296115 

[67] Roys, N. and Seshadri, A. (2014). On the origin and causes of 
economic growth. Working Paper: University of Wisconsin-
Madison. 
https://www.ssc.wisc.edu/~aseshadr/working_pdf/growth1.pdf 

[68] Salewi, D. H. (2011). The killing of persons with albinism in 
Tanzania: A social-legal inquiry. A thesis submitted in partial 
fulfilment of the requirements of the degree of LLM (Human 
Rights and Democratization in Africa), Faculty of Law, Centre 
for Human Rights, University of Pretoria. 
http://www.academia.edu/2185661/The_killing_of_persons_w
ith_albinism_in_Tanzania_a_social-legal_inquiry 

[69] Smith, T. W. (1990). Ethic Images. GSS Topical Report No. 
19. National Opinion Research. 

[70] Solomon, H. (2015). African solutions to africa’s problems? 
African approaches topeace, security and stability. South 
African Journal of Military Studies, Vol. 43(1): 45–76. 

[71] Tanner, R. (2010). Ideology and the killing of albinos in 
Tanzania: A study in cultural relativities. Anthropologist 
12(4): 229–236. 

[72] Ubaku, K. C. Emeh, C. A. and Okoro, K. C. (2015). 
Imperialism and underdevelopment in post-independence 
Africa: Focus on Central African Republic. International 
Journal of Humanities Social Sciences and Education 
(IJHSSE) Vol. 2(6): 1-9. 

[73] Uwa, O. G; Lanrewaju, A. S. and Ojeme, S. (2014). 
Globalisation and Africa crisis of development in the 21st 
century. International Journal of Humanities and Social 
Science Vol. 4(4): 273–285. 

[74] Van der Westhuizen, M. and Swart, I. (2015). The struggle 
against poverty, unemployment and social injustice in present-
day South Africa: Exploring the involvement of the Dutch 
reformed church at congregational level. Stellenbosch _ 
eological Journal 2015, Vol 1 (2): 731–759. 

[75] Van-Peer, P. et.al. (2003). The early to middle stone age 
transition and the emergence of modern human behaviour at 
site 8-B-11, Sai Island, Sudan. Journal of Human Evolution 
Vol. 45: 187–193. 

[76] Whyte, R. M. (2009). Necessity the mother of invention– A 
reflection on the requirements for successful innovation in the 
metallurgical industries. The Journal of The Southern African 
Institute of Mining and Metallurgy, Vol. 109: 685 – 689. 

[77] Wilson, A. (2005). Rwanda and South Africa: The Effect of 
Colonialism on Citizenship, Comparative Politics, Fall. 
https://www.scribd.com/document/19509669/Rwanda-and-
South-Africa-The-Effect-of-Colonialism-on-Citizenship-Fall-
2005. 

 


