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Abstract: A new series of Cu(II) and Ni(II) complexes with the Flavone ligand were prepared and spectroscopic method and
elemental analysis verified their structures. All the prepared complexes have been identified by available spectroscopic tools
(UV-Visible and IR) in addition the structure of complexes was characterized by magnetic moments and molar conductance in
DMSO solution. From the above of these studies and measurements suggest an tetrahedral geometry around Cu(II) and Ni(II).
A theoretical treatment of the formation of complexes in the gas phase was studied; this was done using the HYPERCHEM-6
program for the Molecular mechanics and Semi-empirical calculations.
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1. Introduction
Flavonoids represent one of the largest groups of natural
products. In addition to the various functions of flavonoids in
plants, their widespread distribution in nature, their structural
variability, their relatively low toxicity, and their antioxidant
activities have increased the interesting flavonoids as
beneficial for human health.
Several therapeutically interesting biological activities of
certain flavonoids have been reported including antibacterial
[1], antiviral, anti-inflammatory [2, 3], antiallergic [4],
antithrombotic [5], antimutagenic, antineoplastic [6], neuro
protective properties [7], and antioxidant properties [8, 9],
etc. The biological activity of flavones can be modified upon
formation of metal complexes.
Flavonoid-metal complex compounds are the subject of
our longtime research during which we investigated
properties, composition, complex formation features, stability
constants, as well as analytical appraisal of approximately 40
complexes of flavonoids from different flavonoid subclasses
with a number of metal ions or metal groups [10, 11]. The
biological effects of flavonoid-metal complexes, confirmed
by other authors in numerous studies, showed that complexes
are more effective then free flavonoids. All these data are
available in various previous publications [12, 13].
The newly synthesized flavone (L) and their metal

complexes [14] were characterized by elemental, spectral
analysis (IR, UV-Vis.).

2. Experimental
2.1. Instrumentation and Chemical
IR spectra were recorded Pye Unicam Sp. 3100
spectrophotometer, solid samples were measured as KBr
disc. For UV measurement absolute methanol and ethanol
were used as solvents. Rotary evaporator RE-120 Buchi.
Gallenkamp (hot stage) determined M.P. Perkin Elmer B-240
was used for the metal analysis. BDH chemicals Ltd.England, Fluka AG Buchs-Swaziland and Riedel Du Haen
Germany supplied chemicals.
2.2. General procedure for the Preparation of Chalcone,
(E)—1-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-3-(4-hydroxyphenyl)prop-2en-1-one (1)
To the mixture of o-dihydroxy acetophenone (13.6 gm,
0.1 mol), alcohol (50 mL) and p-hydroxy benzaldehyde
(12.72 gm, 0.12 mol), NaOH (40%, 19 mL) was slowly
added with vigorous stirring (2-3 hrs), till orange solid
mass was obtained and left it overnight at ambient
temperature. Cold 5N, 42 mL HCl was poured on to it with
constant stirring. The yellow solid was filtered, washed with
water, dried and crystallized from alcohol. Yield 80%,
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brownish red powder, M. P. > 240°C, IR (KBr disc) shows
absorption at 3412 cm-1 (OH), 1655 cm-1 (C=O). UV-Vis
shows max (EtOH) 295 nm, 354 nm. C. H. N. analysis;
C=69.95 (cal. 70.03), H=5.12 (cal. 5.09).
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(1, 2). Fig. 2.

2.3. General Procedure for the Preparation of Flavone,
5-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)-4H-chromen-4-one (2)
The
mixture
of
(E)—1-(2-hydroxyphenyl)-3-(4hydroxyphenyl) prop-2-en-1-one (1) (2.40 gm, 0.01 mol),
ethanol (50 mL), NaOH (10%, 56 mL) and H2O2 (30%,
13 mL) was stirred vigorously for 30 minutes and kept for 4
hrs at ice cold condition. It was poured on to cold 5N, 80 mL
HCl. The solid was filtered, washed with water, dried and
crystallized from alcohol (yield 7 5 %); mp >240 °C; FT-IR
(KBr): 3426 (Ar-OH), due to presence of phenolic –OH
–1
group, 3075 (aromatic str.), 1641 (C=O pyrone ring) cm ;
UV-Vis shows max (EtOH) 260 nm, 311 nm and 352 nm. C.
H. N. analysis cal.;. C, 66.89; H, 4.76%. Found: C, 66.71;
H, 4.53%.
2.4. General Procedure for the Preparation of Flavone –
Mannose, 5-hydroxy-2-(4-(((2R, 3S, 4S, 5S, 6S)-3, 4, 5,
6-tetrahydroxytetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl) methoxy)
phenyl)-4H-chromen-4-one (L)
Take (1 mol) of Flavone 5-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)4H-chromen-4-one (2) and dissolved in (200ml) of DMSO
and placed inside round flask capacity (100ml) then add (1
mol) of dissolved Mannose in (20ml) of the same solvent and
added drops of (5%) of HCl, the mixture heated for two
hours in a water bath and then the solvent is evaporated and
collects the output. spectral data of these compounds are
given as follows: (yield 65%); FT-IR (KBr): 3401 (Ar-OH),
due to presence of phenolic –OH group, 1600 (C=O pyrone,
ring) cm–1; UV-Vis shows max (EtOH) 250 nm, 280 nm and
350 nm. C. H. N. analysis cal.;. C, 60.58; H, 4.84%. Found:
C, 60.71; H, 4.33%.

Fig. 2. Suggested structure of the Cu(II) and Ni(II) complexes.

3. Result and Discussion
Claisen Schmidt condensation was chosen for the
synthesis of chalcone (1). The reaction partners are 2hydroxy acetophenone and benzaldehyde, which condense in
the presence of base in aqueous alcoholic solution. The
flavone have been synthesized through on cyclization in
alkaline H2O2 yielded5-hydroxy-2-(4-hydroxyphenyl)-4Hchromen-4-one (2), which react with mannose to produce, 5hydroxy-2-(4-(((2R, 3S, 4S, 5S, 6S)-3, 4, 5, 6tetrahydroxytetrahydro-2H-pyran-2-yl) methoxy) phenyl)4H-chromen-4-one (L) (Fig. 1). Complexes formation
between Cu(II) or Ni(II) chlorides and 5-hydroxy-2-(4( ((2R, 3S, 4S, 5S, 6S)-3, 4, 5, 6-tetra hydroxytetrahydro-2Hpyran-2-yl)
methoxy)
phenyl)-4H-chromen-4-one(L)
performed in ethanolic dimethylformamide show the
formation of mononuclear complexes with 1:2 metal to
ligand stoichiometry (Fig. 2). The complexes are stable at
room temperature, non-hygroscopic, insoluble in water but
slightly soluble in chloroform and soluble in DMF and
DMSO. Prepared ligand have been characterized by
spectroscopic methods (UV-Vis, IR) and C. H. N. analysis.
3.1. FT-IR Spectra

Fig. 1. Synthesis of Ligand.

2.5. General Procedure for the Preparation of the
Complexes
0.2 mmoles from L (C21H20O9) was dissolved in MeOH
(30 ml) then 0.1 mmole metal chlorides was added. The
resulting mixture was refluxed for 30 min. and the volume of
the final mixture was reduced under vacuum. The crude
products were purified by recrystallization from MeOH to
give a powder, yield 82%. The complexes are listed in Tables

The characteristic infrared spectral assignment of ligand
(L) and their complexes are reported in experimental section.
In the FT-IR spectra of ligand (L), the presence of phenolic
OH and carbonyl group are confirmed by peaks at 3401 and
1600 cm-1respectively [15]. However, in the spectra of the
complexes there is complete disappearance of peak at 3401
cm-1 suggesting absence of phenolic OH group indicates its
coordination. The band assigned to the carbonyl group is
shifted to a lower wave number comparing with that of the
free ligand, proving its coordination.
Supplementary bands around 524-534 cm-1 for complex is
assigned to the ν(M-O) and. As a conclusion, comparison of
the spectra of ligands and metal complexes conform the
coordination of ligand to metal ion, bidentately through the
3-hydroxy 4-keto groups (Table 2).
3.2. UV-Vis Spectra
The UV-Vis spectra of the complexes expected differences

17

Omar H. Al-Obaidi: Synthesis, Spectral Characterization, Theoretical Evaluation of
New Cu(II) and Ni(II) Complexes of Flavon

in the position of the absorption bands between the ligands
and the related complexes, which are due to the coordination
between the ligands and the transition metals. Appearance of
new absorption maxima is considered as a hint for the
formation of complexes. The bathochromic shift in band I
upon coordination is due to the electronic transition (n→π*)
of the lone pair of electrons of the hydroxyl group in the
complex (Table 2).
Band II, which caused by the transition (π→π*) of the
aromatic ring, exhibit absorption maxima at 280 nm. This
measured wavelength reflect the effect of substitution by
auxochromes (hydroxyl group) caused a bathochromic shift
in bands I and II, of the complexes [14]. From the above
spectroscopic results (IR, UV-VIS) and atomic absorption the
following general structure can be proposed for the metal–
Flavone complexes.
3.3. Conductivity Measurements
The measurements of the molar electrical conductivity of
the complexes in DMSO are indicated in Tables (2). These
results clearly show values for the molar conductivity of the
complexes of bivalent metals are non- electrolyte.
3.4. pH Effect Study
The complex was dissolved in methanol and buffer
solution was added, a hypsochromic shift was noticed in case
of decreasing pH as shown in Fig. (3). the absorption
maximum in the UV-Vis. Spectra of complex Cu(II) was
monitored at different pH values, from 2.0 to 12, obtained
through titration with NaOH (0.01 mol/L) or HCl (0.01
mol/L) solutions. No change in the maxima were observed.
This shows that the changes in the pH of the solution do not
lead to the dissociation of the metal from the flavonoid, but
below pH =2 (strong acidic medium) the complexes are
unstable and a stable complex has been observed in higher
pH-values (pH=8).

Fig. 3. UV-Vis. Spectra of Cu(II) complex at different pH values.

coordinate ion of the ligand complexes as shown in Fig. (4).

Fig. 4. Plot of the Cu(II) complex formation.

3.6. The Magnetic Moments
The magnetic moments of divalent Nickel, and Copper
complexes at 3.15 and 1.48BM ranges respectively at room
temperature and are close to the predicted value for
tetrahedral geometry around the metal atom [14].
3.7. Theoretical Study
The ball and cylinders and some of selected structural
parameters (bond length and angles) of the optimized
geometries are shown in Table (3), Fig. (5). As shown in this
figure, there is no obvious trend for the variation of these
parameters. The values of the bond length and angles of the
optimized geometries are quite similar to the experimental
results of the corresponding compounds.

Fig. 5. The optimized structural geometry of Cu(II) complex.

3.5. The Molar – Ratio Study

3.8. Complex Formation and Stability Constant

The mole-ratio [16] is one of the most common
spectrophotometric techniques employed in complex studies.
It is an available tool for elucidating the composition of
complex in solution. Molar-ratio (2:1) of ligand (L) to the
metal (Cu(II)) is effected by the absorption due to change in

According to the literature, the most reliable results of the
stoichiometric composition of flavonoid complexes were
obtained by the method of continual variation of equimolar
solutions [17]. Consequently, the stoichiometry of the
complex in methanol solution was investigated using both
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Jobs method and the slop ratio method [18]. When we
plotting the absorbance versus mole fraction of ligand, the
results indicated that 2:1 chelate is formed. The results were
consistent with data obtained using slop ratio method. To
determine the apparent stability constant of the complex,
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absorption spectra of solution containing 2:1 L: M were
recorded Fig. 3. The stability constants Kf were calculated
as 1.48x103 and 2.66x103 for Cu(II) and Ni(II) complexes,
which is in agreement with Irving- Williams [19] order of
stability constants of bivalent metal complexes.

Table 1. Micro Elemental analysis (C.H.N.M) data of ligand.
compound

M.p. Cο

color

[Ni(L)2]

>240

Pale green

[Cu(L)2]

>240

blue

%C Calc.
(Found)
56.72
(56.33)
56.41
(56.88)

%H Calc.
(Found)
4.31
(4.61)
4.28
(4.87)

%Metal Calc.
(Found)
6.60
(6.51)
7.11
(7.03)

Table 2. Infrared spectral bands, electronic spectra, magnetic moments and molar conductance of the prepared complexes.
compound

IR, (cm-1)
(C=O)

(OH)

(M-O)

L

1600(s)

3401 (m)

-

[Ni(L)2]

1575(s)

3375 (m)

524

[Cu(L)2]

1584(s)

3370 (br)

534

λmax (nm)

assignment

350, 280
250
259,
297,
377
265,
300,
490

n→ *,
→ *
3
T1 (F) → 3T1 (P)
3
T1 (F) → 3 A2(F)
3
T1 (F) → 3T2 (F)
2
B 1g(F) →2B1g(F)
2
B2g2(F) →2A2g(p)
C.T

µeff. BM

*∆M (Ω-1 cm2mol-1)

-

-

3.15

7

1.84

9

br=broad, s=strong, and m=medium, *=molar conductance in 0.001M solutions in DMSO,C.T=charge transfer of L to M type.
Table 3. Structural parameters, bond length (ºA) and angles (º) of the[Cu(L)2 ] complex.
Parameters

Parameters

Bond lengths (ºA)

Bond angles (º)

O(53)-Cu(71)

3.1066

C(38)-O(53)-Cu(71)

113.7289

O(43)-Cu(71)

1.8100

C(44)-O(43)-Cu(71)

179.9996

O(18)-Cu(71)

1.8100

O(8)-Cu(71)-O(18)

88.3235

O(8)-Cu(71)

1.8007

O(8)-Cu(71)-O(43)

109.4998

C(3)-O(18)

1.3550

O(8)-Cu(71)-O(53)

135.1016

C(3)-C(4)

1.3370

O(18)-Cu(71)-O(43)

109.5001

C(2)-H(73)

1.1000

O(18)-Cu(71)-O(53)

65.7436

C(2)-C(3)

1.3370

O(43)-Cu(71)-O(53)

53.7876

C(1)-H(72)

1.1000

C(9)-C(10)-C(11)

121.8274

C(6)-C(1)

1.3370

C(9)-O(8)-Cu(71)

104.5939

C(1)-C(2)

1.3370

C(3)-O(18)-Cu(71)

109.5001

C(9)-O(8)

1.2080

C(1)-C(2)-H(73)

120.0004

O(7)-C(11)

1.3550

C(3)-C(2)-H(73)

120.0003

C(6)-H(74)

1.1000

C(2)-C(1)-C(6)

120.0007

C(5)-O(7)

1.3550

C(2)-C(1)-H(72)

119.9998

C(5)-C(6)

1.3370

C(6)-C(1)-H(72)

119.9994

3.9. Conclusion
The available experimental data suggest that the prepared
L possesses two coordinating sites as bi dentate ligand.
Physical and spectroscopic characterization of the complexes
revealed that the OH group and carbonyl group of flavone
were involved in the coordination and that the Ni(II) and
Cu(II) had tetrahedral geometry. Generally, antimicrobial
activity is due to the oxygen atom and substituted benzene
ring system.

References
[1] Hertog, M. G. L.; Feskens, E. J.; Hollman, P. C.; Katan, M. B.;
Kromhout, D. Dietary antioxidant flavonoids and risk of
coronary heart disease: The Zutphen Elderly Study. Lancet
1993, 342, 1007-1011.
[2] Knekt, P.; Kumpulainen, J.; Jarvinen, R.; Rissanen, H.;
Heliovaara, M.; Reunanen, A.; Hakulinen, T.; Aromaa, A.
Flavonoid intake and risk of chronic diseases. Am. J. Clin.
Nutr. 2002, 76,560-568.

19

Omar H. Al-Obaidi: Synthesis, Spectral Characterization, Theoretical Evaluation of
New Cu(II) and Ni(II) Complexes of Flavon

[3] Cushnie, T.; Lamb, A. Antimicrobial activity of flavonoids. Int.
J. Antimicrob. Agents, 2005, 26,343-356. And Maria M.
Kasprzak, Andrea Erxleben and Justyn Ochocki, “Properties
and applications of flavonoid metal complexes,” Review
Article 2015. DOI: 10.1039/C5RA05069C

H.; Woehl, V. M.; Pizzolatti, M. G.; Szpoganicz, B.; Silva, F.
R. M. B. Follow-up studies on glycosylated flavonoids and
their complexes with vanadium: Their anti- hyperglycemic
potential role in diabetes. Chemico-Biol. Interact. 2006, 163,
177–191.

[4] Ferguson, P. J.; Kurowska, E. M.; Freeman, D. J. In vivo
inhibition of growth of human tumor lines by flavonoid
fractions from cranberry extract. Nutr. Cancer 2006, 56, 86-94.

[12] Pereira, R. M. S.; Andrades, N. E. D.; Paulino, N.; Sawaya, A.
C. H. F.; Eberlin, M. N.; Marcucci M.C.; Favero, G. M.;
Novak, E. M.; Bydlowski, S. P. Synthesis and Characterization
of a Metal Complex Containing Naringin and Cu, and its
Antioxidant, Antimicrobial, Antiinflammatory and Tumor Cell
Cytotoxicity, Molecules 2007, 12, 1352-1366.

[5] Jovanovic, S. V.; Steenken, S.; Simic, M. G.; Hara, Y.;
Antioxidant properties of flavonoids: Reduction potentials and
electron transfer reactions of flavonoid radicals. In Flavonoids
in Health and Disease; Rice-Evans, C. A., Packer, L., Eds.;
Marcel Dekker, Inc.: New York, NY, 1998; pp. 137-161.
[6] Teixeira S.; Siquet, C.; Aloes, C.; Boal, I.; Marques, M. P.;
Borges, F.; Lima, J. L. F. C.; Reis, S. Structure-property studies
on the antioxidant activity of flavonoids present in diet. Free
Radic. Biol. Med. 2005, 39, 1099-1108.
[7] Pietta, P. G. Flavonoids as Antioxidants. J. Nat. Prod. 2000,
63, 1035-1042. And Yuanzhen Liu 1 and Mingquan Guo,”
Studies on Transition Metal-Quercetin Complexes Using
Electrospray Ionization Tandem Mass Spectrometry”,
Molecules 2015, 20, 8583-8594;
doi:10.3390/molecules20058583.
[8] Van Acker, S. A. B. E.; van Den Berg, D.-J.; Tromp, M. N. J.
L.; Griffioen, D. H.; van Bennekom, W. P.; van der Vijgh, W. J.
F.; Bast, A. Structural aspects of antioxidant activity of
flavonoids. Free Radic. Biol. Med. 1996, 20, 331-342.
[9] van Acker, S. A. B.; van Balen, G. P.; van den Berg, D. J.;
Bast, A.; van der Vijgh, W.F.F. Influence of iron chelation on
the antioxidant activity of flavonoids. Biochem. Pharmacol.
1998, 56, 935-943.
[10] Grazul, M.; Budzisz, E. Biological activity of metal ions
complexes of chromones, coumarins and flavones. Coord.
Chem. Rev. 2009, 253, 2588–2598.
[11] Cazarolli, L. H.; Zanatta, L.; Jorge, A. P.; de Sousa, E.; Horst,

[13] Jun, T.; Bochu, W.; Liancai, Z. Hydrolytic cleavage of DNA
by quercetin zinc (II) complex. Bioorg. Med. Chem. Lett. 2007,
17, 1197-1199.
[14] Lever, A. B. P. Inorganic Electronic Spectroscopy; Elsevier:
Amsterdam, the Netherlands, 1986; pp. 385–392.
[15] K. Nakmato, Infarred and Raman spectra of Inorganic and
coordination compounds, 4th ed., Wiley, New York (1986).
Omar H. Al-Obaidi.,” Synthesis, Spectral Characterization,
Theoretical Evaluation Of New Cr (III), Co (II), Fe(III) And
Cu(II) Complexes”, App. Sci. Report.,12 (1), 2015: 41-45
[16] Malesev, D., Kuntic, V. Investigation of metal-flavonoid chelates
and determination of flavonoids via metal-flavonoid complexing
reactions. J. Serb. Chem. Soc. 2007, 72, pp 921-939.
[17] Job, P. Recherches sur la formation de complexes mineraux en
solution, et sur leur stabilite (in Paris). Ann. Chim. 1928, 9, pp
113-203.
[18] Irving H. and Williams R. S. P., J. Chem. Soc., 3192 (1953).
[19] Birt, F. D, Hendrich, S, Wang, W., “Dietary Agents in Cancer
Prevention Flavonoids and Isoflavonoids Pharmacology and
Therapeutics”, USA, pp 157-177, 2001.
[20] Ikeda NE, Novak EM, Maria DA, Velosa AS, Pereira RM.
“Synthesis, characterization and biological evaluation of Rutinzinc(II) flavonoid -metal complex,” Chem Biol Interact. 2015.
5; 239: 184-91.

