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Abstract: The overall objective of this paper was to investigate trends, status of cash cropping and its implication on gender 
division of roles in agricultural production. It has also further aimed to examine trends of decision making power on household 
resources. It has made use of primary and secondary data sources and 117 households were selected through systematic 
random sampling. Mix of qualitative (context analysis and narration) and quantitative (simple descriptive statistical tools) data 
analysis method was employed. The study was conducted on the basis of a premise that there are changes in gender division of 
roles due to the expansion of cash cropping patterns in the study area. The study discloses that traditionally, coffee production 
belongs to men since it generates the necessary income while being sold in the local market but women have no role at all. 
However, with the expansion of the market for coffee production men began to look at woman’s labor and in effect the 
involvement of women seems to have increased in the sector. The finding of this particular study further implies that despite 
their labor share in the sector, women have limited access to and control over the dominant cash crop in the community, coffee 
production, which in turn limited their access to capital. Therefore, the concerned stakeholder should work hard and exert 
coordinated efforts to harness gender disparity in the cash cropping sector to the end achieve gender equality and equity in the 
agricultural sector. 
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1. Introduction 

Women supply a large proportion of the agricultural labor 
and in some societies produce up to 80 percent of the food 
crops (FAO 2007b). Failure to recognize this contribution is 
costly. It results in misguided policies and programs, forgone 
agricultural output and associated income flows, higher 
levels of poverty, and food and nutritional insecurity (World 
Bank 2007). 

While women provide the majority of the labor in 
agricultural production, their access and control over 
productive resources is greatly constrained due to inequalities 
constructed by patriarchal norms (Doss, 1999). According to 
Fernando (1998), activities, resources and opportunities of 
people are significantly influenced by gender- that is, by the 
socio-economic and cultural dimension of being male or 
female. Moreover, different types of activities and tasks are 

generally allocated to women and men within the family in 
terms of subsistence production and production for the 
market. 

In Sub-Saharan Africa, men dominate cash crop 
production or other income generating activities, relegating 
the production of food on women (Boserup, 1970; Doss, 
2002). Guyer and White (1984), note that the introduction of 
cash crop production attracted men into commercial 
agriculture and with the increased investment of men in such 
productive sphere; women were relegated to domestic chores. 
Generally, crops produced for household consumption and 
micro scale crop production for local market (eg. Vegetables, 
fruits and tubers in Sub-Saharan Africa) are cultivated and 
marketed by women. More commercial or industrialized 
crops cultivated on a much larger scale for direct export or 
for further processing, such as cotton or sugar, are more 
frequently the economic domain of men (Koehler, 1999). 
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However, in the livestock sector, women share 
responsibility with men and children for the care of animals, 
and particular species and types of activity are more 
associated with women than men. For example, women often 
have a prominent role in managing poultry (FAO 1998; 
Guèye 2000; Tung 2005) and dairy animals (Okali and Mims 
1998; Tangka, Jabbar and Shapiro, 2000) and in caring for 
other animals that are housed and fed within the homestead. 

Generally, Partly the social norms - men responsible for 
meeting cash needs and women responsible for meeting food 
needs of the household, and partly the policy mis-function - 
introduction of new crops, improved varieties, agricultural 
training and extension target mainly men, explain under 
representation of women in cash crop production (Diksha, 
2014). However, Doss (2002) has strongly argued that 
gendered patterns of cropping may change over time.  

In Ethiopia, women are commonly responsible, along with 
their children, for taking care of small livestock, production 
and marketing of butter, cheese, and vegetables (JICA 1999). 
Ethiopian women and girls bear the greatest burdens of food 
insecurity, since they play a significant role in livestock 
maintenance, crop production and marketing of rural produce 
(Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 2010). In the study 
area, women are responsible for herding, tending to sick 
animals, watering, barn cleaning, milking and milk 
processing ((District Agricultural and Rural Development 
Office, 2015). According to district office of agriculture, it is 
women who take most responsibility for the household food 
production, and income generation. Despite this, women’s 
access to productive resources; their access to and adoption 
of modern agricultural inputs and technologies; and their 
access to credit and extension services are severely 
constrained in much of the developing world (FAO, 2011). 
Moreover, the traditional role of women puts gender specific 
constraints on access to resources such as fuel wood, water 
resources, post-harvest activities, and livestock management 
(Dejene 2003; Teshome and Devereux 2005). 

It is well documented that crop marketing and the control 
over revenues from these sales, is often gender differentiated, 
and in some cases vary by crop type. Many female farmers 
bring the vegetables and fruits, the production of which they 
manage, to the market, and may retain these incomes to pay 
for household needs. In contrast, the marketing and income 
from cash crops grown by the household in larger scale, such 
as coffee, teff, and chat, are controlled by the household head 
(who is nearly always male in households where the head has 
a spouse in the household), though there are many cases 
where small quantities of these important crops may be sold 
by the head’s spouse. 

It is therefore, the purpose of this particular study to 
investigate the expansion of cash crop production and its 
implication on gender division of roles in the agricultural 
sector. 

The overall objective of this paper therefore is to 
investigate trends, status of cash cropping and its implication 
on gender division of roles in agricultural production 
amongst the Gedeo farming community. 

Specifically, it: 
� investigates the dynamic nature of gender division of 

roles in the agricultural sector; 
� examine the impact of patterns of cash cropping on 

gender division of roles in the agricultural sector; 
� Investigate changes and continuity in gender division of 

roles in the agricultural sector; 

2. Literature Review 

Global and national evidence clearly shows that rural 
women play critical roles in bringing about food and 
economic security for their households (FAO 2011b; CSA 
and ICF International 2012, 246–260; Gobezie 2010, 27; 
Jones, Tafere, and Woldehanna 2010). Due to this mounting 
evidence, greater attention is being paid to ensure that 
agricultural policies and programs are gender sensitive and 
address barriers to women’s equal participation and benefit in 
rural producer groups and cooperatives (FAO 2011b, 2012; 
World Bank 2009, 63–70; USAID 2012). 

African agricultural systems have historically been 
described as female centered due to the predominance of 
shifting cultivation (Boserup 1970). More recent studies 
which have dealt with gender and farming are primarily 
concerned with the importance of recognizing the vital but 
often invisible role of women in African agriculture. Findings 
by (FAO, 2008) on women in Agriculture showed that 
women make up over half of the agriculture labor force yet 
they were frequently subjected to discrimination, poverty and 
hunger. 

Particularly, as economies become more technologically 
developed, women are increasingly withdrawn from 
production or forced into the subsistence sector. In this 
regard, Boserup (1970) has recognized that rural women play 
a crucial role in determining and guaranteeing food security 
and well-being for the entire household while men take 
center stage in the production of cash crops. Though women 
make essential contributions to agricultural development, 
they face specific constraints that disadvantage them in 
relation to men (ALINe; 2011). Facilitating women’s access 
to agricultural inputs, resources and services so as to increase 
agricultural productivity and ensure food security is a 
frequently raised theme in the literature. 
 

Due to this mounting evidence, greater attention is being 
paid to ensure that agricultural policies and programs are 
gender sensitive and address barriers to women’s equal 
participation and benefit in rural producer groups and 
cooperatives (FAO 2011b, 2012; World Bank 2009, 63–70; 
USAID 2012). In this respect, several studies have tried to 
look into gender in relation to food security (Kebede 2009; 
Ibnouf 2009; Gawaya 2008; Scanlan 2004), the adoption of 
agricultural technology (Doss 2001; Doss and Morris 2001), 
gendered patterns of cropping (Carr 2008; Doss 2002), 
agricultural productivity (Croppenstedt et al. 2013; Tiruneh et 
al. 2001) and land rights (Gebru 2011; Holden et al. 2011; 
Kevane and Gray 2010; 1999; Yngstrom 2002). 
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Ethiopian women’s status is low where they: (a) are 
generally poorer than men because they earn less; (b) are less 
educated; (c) are increasingly becoming heads of households, 
with no resources to support their dependents; (d) do not 
enjoy due acknowledgment for their labour contribution, 
particularly in agriculture, and (e) do not have decision 
making power (Sida, 2003). Ethiopia is a patriarchal society 
that keeps women at a subordinate position, using religion 
and culture as an excuse (Ibid). 

Gender division of labour in rural Ethiopia varies in terms 
of farming systems, cultural settings, location and the 
different wealth categories (Abera et al. 2006; Mollel and 
Mtenga 2000). Research in Ethiopia shows active 
participation of women in the agricultural production. 
However, their access to improved farming system, skill 
training and extension services as well as information on 
marketing strategies and research out-puts is limited 
(Mulunesh, 2001). The traditional patriarchal system of 
resource control limits women’s access to and control over 
productive resources (Bogalech, 2001). Among the people of 
konso, despite their pivotal role in food production, women 
have no decision making power over important resources like 
land, livestock and house (Yilima, 2002). Sintayehu (2000) 
has found that despite change in agricultural technologies and 
institutional arrangements there is no change in gender 
division of roles among the Sidama community. Almost all 

studies focuses on women’s contribution in the agricultural 
sector, access and control over productive assets as well as 
the implication of change in technology and institutional 
arrangement on gender division of roles in the sectors. The 
expansion of cash crop production and its implication on 
gender division of roles is not well investigated. 
 

This study, therefore, investigates gender division of roles 
in the traditional Gedeo community of Southern Ethiopia and 
critically analyzes the implication of the expansion of cash 
crop production on gender division of roles in the study area. 

3. Material and Methodology 

3.1. Location, Population and Biophysical Conditions 

The study Woreda (district) is located in Gedeo zone of 
Southern Nations, Nationalities and peoples’ Regional State 
(SNNP), Ethiopia. Wonago Woreda is one of the six 
Woredas’ of Gedeo zone and located at about 374 kilometers 
South of Addis Ababa and 100 kilometers South of Hawassa, 
capital of Southern Nations, Nationalities and Peoples’ State 
and 14 kilometers South of Dilla, which is the capital of 
Gedeo zone (Figure 1). Wonago Woreda has a total 
population of 117,630 (male 58,522, female 59,108), (CSA, 
2008). 

 

Sources: Ethio-GIS, 2015 

Figure 1. Study Area Map. 
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Wonago Woreda is organized administratively in to 17 

kebele adminstrations (the lowest administrative unit). 
Among those kebele administrations, Tumata-Chirecha and 
Sugalle were selected as the research site, purposefully. The 
sites were selected due to researcher’s familiarity to the area 
and Wonago Woreda, among the Zonal Woredas’, is known 
in its cash crop production. 

� Tumata-Chirecha kebele administration has a total 
population of 6919. Climatically, Tumata-Chirecha is 
characterized by Woinadega (cool and sub moist) and 
dominantly by Kola (hot, dry and low land). The kebele 
farmers practice plough farming system since 1987. The 
dominant crops that are grown in the kebele include: 
coffee, fruits and vegetables, sweat potato, maize, 
sorghum, teff, and sugarcane. 

� Sugalle, the second sample kebele has a total population 
of 7122. Sugalle has a mountainous and rugged 
topography and has a Woinadega and Dega (cold, 
humid and high land) agro-ecological zones. Farmers in 
the kebele practice hoe-based farming system. Crops 
grown in the kebele are coffee, fruits and vegetables, 
sweat potato, sugarcane and maize. 

Wonago Woreda has different climatic condition. Among 
the climatic zones of the Woreda, the following are 
dominant: Woinadega, Dega and Kolla which constitutes 
54.5%, 39.5% and 6% respectively. The Woreda has an 
average annual temperature of 29.23c (highest) and 11.23c 
(lowest) and with an annual rainfall of 1449mm (highest) and 
873mm (lowest). The Woreda is found at an elevation of 
1570-2070 above sea level (WWARDO, 2015). With regard 
to vegetation cover, Wonago Woreda has vegetation cover 
that ranges from small bushes and acacia trees to very long 
endemic trees. 

3.2. Economic Condition of the Study Area 

The Gedeo community is dominantly an agrarian society 
and agriculture is the main-stay of the community. It belongs 
to the enset-complex farming system. It represents a mixed 
type of sedentary agriculture with intensive utilization of land 
resulting from high population pressure. The Gedeo highland 
communities are engaged in production of enset (false 
banana), coffee, fruits and vegetables and livestock. Cash 
income of the community is generated mainly from the 
production of cash crops particularly coffee. The Gedeo 
communities are known for their coffee known by the name 
of Yirgachefe coffee. The second important source of cash 
income of the community is production of fruits and 
vegetables (Avokado, Mango, Papaya, Banana, and 
Cabbage). Enset is the staple food of the community. The 
production of enset is carried out by women. The land use 
pattern in the Woreda at the time of data collection (Feb. 
2015) reveals that 679.95 hectare is covered by annual crops, 
11559.5 hectare is covered by perennial crops, 203.94 hectare 
is (fragment) forest, 530.36 hectare is covered under 
construction, 543.96 hectare is grazing land and 81.5 hectare 
is others (WWARDO, 2015). Due to land degradation, land 

fragmentation and prevalence of soil erosion, the community 
is expanding agro-forestry system. 

3.3. Methodology 

3.3.1. Data Sources and Instruments of Data Collection 

Data were collected on cash cropping patterns and its 
implication on gender division of roles. Data collected using 
structure questionnaire, deep interview, key informant 
interview, focus group discussion and observation method. 
The quantitative survey data was supplemented by qualitative 
data collected from different respondents in the study area. 

3.3.2. Sample and Sampling Techniques 

A four-stage sampling strategy was used to select farm 
households for the study. After selecting the study woreda, 
two kebeles were selected purposefully, dominant in cash 
crops production. In selecting the kebeles, all kebeles of the 
woreda were first stratified in to cash crops and food crops 
areas. Both kebeles are dominantly inhabited by Gedeo 
community. Finally, farm households were selected randomly 
employing systematic sampling procedures. Since both 
kebeles have almost equal farm household population, 60 
farmers were selected from each of the selected kebeles, 
making the total sample size 120. A total of 117 sample 
households were used for analysis since the three sample 
households’ movie incomplete data. 

3.3.3. Methods of Data Analysis 

Combinations of both qualitative and quantitative methods 
were employed to analysis the data. Quantitative were edited, 
coded and entered in a computer and the Statistical Package 
for Social Science (SPSS) software version 11.5 spread sheet 
was used for the analysis. Descriptive statistics were run to 
give frequencies and then cross-tabulation was undertaken. 
Multiple response questions were analyzed so as to give 
frequencies and percentages. Moreover, Qualitative data 
from various sources were analyzed contextually and 
presented in the form of narration. 

4. Result and Discussion 

4.1. Gender Division of Roles in the Agricultural Sector 

Among the Gedeo Farming Community 

The gender division of roles in agricultural production by 
tasks is common in the study area. The data gathered from 
both hoe and plough culture indicates that there are tasks that 
are assigned to husbands and there are also tasks given to 
wife. However, now a day these demarcations of tasks are 
not absolute. Women and men among the Gedeo community 
participate in different agricultural tasks in various degrees. 

4.1.1. Gender Division of Roles in Crop Production 

In the traditional Gedeo community women had limited 
role in agricultural production. As to the FGDs, the role of 
women in agricultural production was limited to the 
preparation of enset for household consumption and 
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marketing purpose. In addition to these, Women in the 
community were responsible for household tasks. Almost all 
farming tasks in crop production were done by men. Farming 
tasks like land clearing and preparation, hoeing, planting, 
weeding, harvesting, storing were considered as the 
responsibilities of men farmers in the community. These 
tasks were culturally considered as men’s activities in the 
community. However, women can participate in marketing 
activities. 

Case-1 women’s role in agricultural production was low 
among the traditional Gedeo communities 

IN1, 39 years of old. For the question that what is your 
traditional agricultural tasks? She responded that:- 

“In the traditional setting it was our duty to provide 
husbands’ with food and coffee while they work on 
agricultural field’s and returns back for our domestic 
chores. Almost all agricultural activities were carried out 
by our husbands. Apart from these, our role in agricultural 
production was limited to marketing cabbage, and enset 
products.” Although in a limited extent, we also involve in 
marketing fruits and vegetables production.” 
The above finding indicates that men assume almost all 

agricultural tasks while women’s role limited to the 
preparation and the provision of meals. Though women do 
not play major role in the field tasks, their limited 
involvement in the marketing of fruits and vegetables is 
remarkable. 

However, in recent years the involvement of women in 
agricultural production has been increased. The reason for 
this, as revealed in FGDs and in-depth case interview, is the 

changes in the socio-cultural, economic and political life 
settings of the community. The socio-cultural attitudes had 
not allowed women for instance to inherit and control 
agricultural resources like land, livestock and categorized 
agricultural tasks like land clearing and preparation, hoeing, 
planting, harvesting and storing under men’s tasks. However, 
the awareness created by different stakeholders like NGOs 
working on gender and agriculture in the Woreda, Woreda 
women affair office, Woreda agricultural and rural 
development office and extension workers contributed a lot 
in changing those socio-cultural attitudes. Traditionally, the 
production and marketing of cash crops particularly coffee 
considered as men’s task. However, the integration of Gedeo 
community in to local and international market through 
coffee production (as economic element) changed the gender 
aspects of tasks in agricultural production. In the customary 
land holding system, women had only access to land through 
their husband. Control over land belongs to the husband. 
However, policy reforms like the formal land certification 
processes, as a political element, enabled woman to have 
access to and control over land. As a result of changes in the 
aforementioned factors, women’s involvement in agricultural 
production has been increased and currently use family labor 
is common in the study area as indicated in the survey result 
which is depicted in the table below (1, 2, 3 and 4) 

Therefore, in the contemporary Gedeo farming community 
women share certain responsibility with their men in 
agricultural production. The gender division of roles in 
agricultural production in this way seems to take another 
direction (Table 1). 

Table 1. Gender division of roles in crop production. 

Farming Tasks 

(N=117)    

Responsible person    

Husband Wife Both, mainly husband Both, mainly wife 

Land clearing & preparation 108(92.3) - 9(7.7) - 
Ploughing 117(100.0) - - - 
Hoeing  - 117(100.0) - 
Planting 81(69.2) - 36(30.8) - 
Weeding 21(18) - 96(82) - 
Harvesting - 10 (8.6) 107(91.4) - 
Transporting the harvest 5(4.27) 1 (0.85) 95(81.19) 16(13.6) 
storing 16(13.7) - 101(86.3) - 
Marketing 15(12.8) - 97(83) 5 (4.2) 

Source Own Survey, Feb. 2015 * Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

As the table reveals, in the contemporary Gedeo 
community both men and women take share of 
responsibilities in agricultural production, though husband 
still has the biggest share in the sector. Ploughing is still the 
activity of men but in hoeing women have some role as 
indicated in the above table. Further, women participates in 
land clearing and preparation planting, weeding, harvesting, 
transporting the harvest, storing and marketing activities 
unlike their role under the traditional settings. The interview 
conducted with respondents has also supported the idea that 
recently women began to take part in major agricultural 
tasks. 

Case-2 women’s role in agricultural production was low 

among the traditional Gedeo communities 
IN2, 41 years of old. For the question, unlike in the 

traditional setting, what changes in the gender division of 
roles, if any you observed, due to various changes (socio-
economic and political) in the community and the nation in 
general? She responded that:- 

“In traditional setting, we, women had the role of meal 
preparation and provision as well as a limited participation 
in selling of fruits and vegetables just for the purpose of 
household food security. But recently due changes in the 
socio-cultural, political and economic arena, we began to 
take minor role in major agricultural tasks in support of 
our husbands.” 
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4.1.2. Gender Division of Roles in Livestock Production 

Women in the traditional Gedeo community play a vital 
role in the operation and management of livestock production 
unlike their role in arable farming. The FGDs revealed that 
women unlike their men counter parts take the biggest share 
in livestock production. Women in earlier days take full 
charge of tasks like barn cleaning, milking and milk 
processing, marketing milk and its products and poultry 
production. The following case explains this point:-  

Case-3 in the traditional Gedeo community women take 
active role in the operation and management of livestock 
production. 

IN3, is 46 years of old. She explained women’s traditional 
role in livestock production in a way that:- 

“Unlike our men counter parts; we had been taking the day 
-to –day activities in the livestock 
production. We were responsible in barn cleaning, milking, 
marketing milk and its products. Indeed, 
herding, supplying fodder and taking animals to the health 
center were mainly conducted by men. 
However, now a day we also participate in every aspects 
of livestock production.” 

 

The above idea is true irrespective of farming system. This 
is because the same idea was reflected among women 
farmers from plough culture. 
 

The gender division of roles in livestock production among 
the Gedeo farming community is shown in Table 2. As the 
Table reveals, women take the largest task share in the sector. 

Table 2. Gender division of roles in livestock production. 

Tasks in livestock 

production 

(N=117)     

Responsible person     

 Husband Wife Both, dominantly husband Both, dominantly wife Others 

Herding 2(1.7) 4 (3.4) 35(30) 29(24.7) 47(40.1) 

Supplying fodder 5(4.3) - 93(79.4) 18(15.3) 1(0.85) 

Barn cleaning 2(1.7) 82(70) 5(4.27) 28(23.9) - 

Milking 2(1.7) 87(74.3) 11(9.4) 17(14.5) - 

Milk processing - 106(90.5) - 11(9.5) - 

Attending sick animals 91(77.7) - 21(18) 5(4.3) - 

Poultry production 2(1.7) 55(47) 14(12) 45(38.4) 1(0.85) 

Bee keeping 75(64) 1(0.85) 37(31.6) 4(3.4) - 

Source Own Survey, Feb. 2015 * Figures in parenthesis are percentages 
* Others (children, relatives and herd) 

As to the above table, The influence of women is strong in 
the use of eggs, milk and poultry meat for home consumption 
and they often have control over marketing and the income 
from these products. Therefore, women in the Gedeo 
community take active role in livestock production than in 
arable farming. Results obtained from FGDs also reveal that 
the livestock sector almost left for women. This is because 
men farmers are highly attracted to coffee production. 
Therefore, from the above data, FGDs and in-depth case 
interview one can conclude that among the Gedeo 
community women take the largest share in livestock 
production. 

4.1.3. Gender Division of Roles in Cash Crop Production 

All respondents have indicated that they produce cash 
crops. Coffee is the dominant cash crop for domestic and 
international market while Fruits and vegetables are the 
second cash crop in the study area produced for local market. 
Others cash crops include: sweet potato, sugarcane, some 
grains like sorghum, maize and teff for local market, though 
insignificant. 

(i) Gender Division of Roles in Coffee Production 

Under the traditional settings, women had no role in coffee 
production. As to the FGDs tasks like planting, weeding, 
harvesting, storing and marketing coffee were considered as 

men’s responsibilities. The following case explains this 
point:- 

Case-4 the production and marketing of coffee production 
considered as the economic domain of men. 

IN4, 43 years old:- I asked her about whose domain is 
producing coffee production? She responded that:- 

“In our culture, the production and marketing of coffee 
was regarded as husbands’ responsibility. 
Our role was to provide meals while they were working at 
field. Despite sharing certain farm tasks, 
stll today the coffee sector considered as the economic 
domain of men.” 
In response to the high demand for coffee production in 

local, national and international markets (economic factors), 
however, the community began to use women’s labor with 
the view to increase the productivity of the sector as revealed 
in the FGDs. This finding indeed supports the ideas of 
Aboma (2000: 67); in his investigation of gender and 
agricultural production among the Maqi Oromo indicates that 
women’s involvement in agricultural activities largely 
depends on the wealth and labour needs of the household. 
Thus, unlike their role under traditional settings, women 
today are involving in harvesting, storing and marketing 
activities. Nevertheless, the coffee sector still considered as 
the economic domain of men (Table 3). 
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Table 3. Gender division of roles in cash crop production, Coffee. 

Farming Tasks in cash crop 

production(coffee) 

(N=117)    

Responsible person    

Husband Wife Both, mainly husband Both, mainly wife 

Planting 117(100.0) - - - 
Weeding 111(95) - 6(5) - 
Harvesting 3(2.5) - 111(95) 3(2.5) 
Storing 8(7) - 109(93) - 
Marketing 13(11.2) - 104(88.8) - 

Source Own Survey, Feb. 2015 * Figures in parenthesis are percentages 

As observed from the table, women and men take share of 
responsibilities in coffee production particularly in 
harvesting, storing and marketing activities, though with the 
domination men. 

(ii) Gender Division of Roles in Fruits and Vegetables 

Production 

The production of fruits and vegetables among the Gedeo 
community held the second position next to coffee as a cash 
crop. However, unlike coffee, fruits and vegetables are 
produced only for local market. As to the FGDs, in the past 
this sector was dominated by husbands’. The income 
obtained from sale of fruits and vegetables was largely 
controlled by husband. However, unlike coffee in which 
women had no role, in the past women share certain tasks in 
fruits and vegetables production. For instance, women take 
active role in harvesting, storing and marketing activities. As 
the economic return from coffee increases men began to 
leave the sector for their wife. The following point explains 
this:- 

Case -5 the production and marketing of fruits and 
vegetables are the domain of women.  

IN5 is 35 years old. For the question that whose domain is 
producing and marketing fruits and vegetables? She 
responded in a way that:- 

“In the traditional setting we had better role in fruits and 
vegetables production unlike coffee and crop production. 
With the exception of planting and weeding, we share 
tasks with our husbands in every aspects of the sector. But 
now due to the expansion of coffee in the area and its good 
economic returns, men began to leave the cultivation and 
marketing of fruits and vegetables for us. As a result of 
this, the bulk of tasks in the sector are taken by us.”  

The above idea was reflected in women’s from plough 
culture. Thus, in both hoe and plough culture similar patterns 
of gender division of roles have been observed. 

Currently, the responsibility of producing and marketing 
fruits and vegetables are given dominantly to women among 
the Gedeo communities. (Table 4). 

Table 4. Gender division of roles in cash crop production, Fruits & Vegetable. 

Farming Tasks in cash crop 

production(fruits & vegetables 

(N=117)    

Responsible person    

Husband Wife Both, mainly husband Both, mainly wife 

Planting 84(71.8) - 21(17.94) 12(10.2) 
Weeding 85(72.6) - 29(24.7) 3(2.56) 
Pesticide 87(74.3) - 11(9.4) 4(3.4) 
Harvesting - 58(49.5) 28(23.9) 31(26.4) 
Storing - 60(51.2) 19(16.2) 38(32.4) 
Marketing 2 78(66.6) 15(12.8) 22(18.8) 

Source Own Survey, Feb. 2015 * Figures in parenthesis are percentages

As to the above table, women involve in planting and 
weeding as well as take significant share of responsibilities in 
harvesting, storing and marketing activities in the production 
of fruits and vegetables. What observed in cash crops 
production is that women help men’s tasks in the production 
of coffee while men help women’s task in the production of 
fruits and vegetables. If a cash crop, and particularly a food 
cash crop, becomes unprofitable, men tend to lose interest in 
it, and women may take over its control. 

4.2. Effect of Patterns of Cash Cropping on Gender 

Division of Roles 

With regard to the question, does cash cropping and land 
use allocation for cash crops changed the gender division of 
roles in agricultural production? The majority of farmers 

responded in affirmative way. A significant 104 (88.8%)) 
number of respondents indicated that cash cropping and land 
use for cash crop changed the gender division of role in 
agricultural production while (13)11.2% responded that 
gender division of roles is not changed due to cash cropping 
and land use for cash crops. In the traditional Gedeo 
community, almost all tasks in coffee production were carried 
out by men. In the community women were culturally 
considered as playing supplementary role in providing 
husbands’ with meals. However, the production and 
expansion cash crops both coffee and fruits and vegetables 
caused men and women farmers’ to take active role in the 
sector. The use of men labor alone found insufficient to boost 
coffee production. Thus, men farmers’ sought women’s labor 
in the sector. As result, share of responsibilities have been 
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observed in coffee production particularly in harvesting, 
storing and marketing activities (Table 3). At the same time, 
women take the largest share in the production and marketing 

of fruits and vegetables unlike their role under the traditional 
settings (Table 4). 

Table 5. Elements of change in gender division of roles due to patterns of cash cropping. 

Changes in gender division of roles  
(N=101) 

Freque. % Valid % Cumulative % 

Woman's role in the production of food crops 
Increased 27 46.2 26.7 26.7 
Decreased 44 75.2 43.5 43.5 
Remained the same 30 51.2 29.7 100.0 

Woman's role in the production of cash crops 
Increased 61 87.2 60.3 60.3 
Decreased 15 25.3 14.85 76.9 
Remained the same 25 44.7 24.7 100.0 

Woman's role in the over all agricultural production 
Increased 63 85.1 62.3 62.3 
Decreased 11 18.9 11 82.7 
Remained the same 27 46.3 26.7 100.0 

Man's role in food crops production 
Increased 22 35.8 21.7 21.7 
Decreased 57 97.5 56.4 75.0 
Remained the same 23 39.2 22.7 100.0 

Man's role in cash crops production 
Increased 67 88.6 63.3 63.3 
Decreased 9 15.4 8.9 71.2 
Remained the same 25 42.6 24.7 100.0 

Man's role in the overall agricultural production 
Increased 66 87.6 65.34 65.34 
Decreased - - - - 
Remained the same 35 60.3 34.65 100.0 

Use of land in-favor of cash crops like coffee 
Increased 74 94.1 73.2 73.2 
Decreased - - - - 
Remained the same 27 44.0 26.7 100.0 

Allocation of land for food crops 
Increased - - - - 
Decreased 76 96.5 75.2 75.2 
Remained the same 25 42.6 24.7 100.0 

Woman's access to land 
Increased 77 97.8 76.2 76.2 
Decreased - - - - 
Remained the same 24 40.3 23.7 100.0 

Source Own Survey, March 2015 

As to the above table, both men’s and women’s role in the 
production of food crops has decreased. However, women’s 
and men’s role in the production of cash crops has increased. 
As revealed in the FGDs, stakeholders’ supports in providing 
agricultural inputs and extension services have been 
increased in the last twenty years. This support increased the 
productivity of the cash economy sector and helped farmers 
of the study area to obtained cash from the sector. This in-
turn encouraged women and men farmers in the study area to 
participate highly in the production of cash crops. 

In the study area use of land for cash crops has increased. 
However, land allotted for food crops has diminished. As to 
the FGDs, in-depth case interview and key informant 
interview, the expansion of cash crops, both coffee and fruits 
and vegetables in the study area forced men and women to 
leave the food sector in favor of cash crops. Thus, the 
increased role of men (in the cultivation and marketing of 
coffee) and women (in cultivation and marketing of fruits and 
vegetables) in the cash economy sector created a negative 
influence on the food sector. Due to a higher rate of return 
from coffee production farmers of the study area began to 
clear enset and some other food crops cultivation in favor of 
coffee production. This clearance of enset production, which 
is the staple food among the Gedeo community, coupled with 
high rate of population growth created problem on food 
productivity in the study area. The argument presented by 

Koehler (1999) also tends to support the condition in the 
Gedeo community. Asymmetric supports in favor of large-
scale commercialized coffee production have put household 
food production and subsistence farming, and the livelihoods 
of those involved, at risk (Koehler, 1999). This revealed in 
the in-depth case interview in the way that:- 

Case-6 the expansion of cash crops production affected 
food productivity in the study area negatively. 

IN6, is 48 years old. I asked her about how cash crop 
expansion affected food production? She responded in a way 
that:- 

“For instance enset production among the Gedeo 
community used to be largely produced for local market 
and for the central market. However, in the last twenty 
years, enset is cultivated and produced only for household 
consumption. Even it is not enough for household 
consumption. This is mainly due to the fact that we are 
largely engaged in the production of cash crops, coffee and 
fruits and vegetables.” 
Thus, the expansion of cash crops in the area attracted 

farmers to engage more in coffee which negatively affected 
food productivity in the study area. 

The overall roles of women and men in agricultural 
production have increased. The traditional low involvement 
of women in agricultural production has now increased due 
to changes not only in the economic (the integration of the 
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community in national and international market through 
coffee production) but also the socio-cultural (change in 
resource control and inheritance arrangement), and political 
(policy reform, land certification) life of the community. Men 
in the traditional Gedeo community play vital role in 
agricultural production. However, their involvement was 
highly limited by the provisions of agricultural inputs, 
material supports and other supports necessary for 
agricultural development. Now due to the expansion of 
extension services, modern agricultural inputs and other 
technical supports from the concerned bodies targeting cash 
crops increased men involvement in agricultural production. 
These all provision helped men and women farmers to take 
active part in agricultural production (as revealed in-depth 
case interview, key informant interview and FGDs). Thus, 
despite the low involvement of men and women in the food 
sector, the overall roles of men and women in agricultural 
production have increased. 

5. Conclusion 

The Gedeo community is dominantly agricultural society. 
Coffee and Fruits & vegetables production as a cash crop are 
the major economic activity of the society. The role played by 
both men and women farmers is fundamental to boost 
agricultural production and productivity. In this regard, 
analyzing gender division of roles in the mentioned cash sector 
would play a great role to address the specific needs and 
interests of men and women to the end guarantee gender 
equality and equity. Thus, studying changes and continuity in 
gender division of roles in the sector helps and analyzing the 
impact of the expansion of cash cropping on gender division of 
roles in agricultural production would enable the concerned 
bodies to devise appropriate policy to impact positively the 
need of men and women farmers in the study area. 

The primary objective of this study is to investigate the 
expansion of cash cropping and its implication on gender 
division of roles among the Gedeo farming community. 

Accordingly, two research sites, one plough area (Tumata-
Chirecha) and the other hoe area (Sugalle) were selected. The 
finding of this study reveals that there are changes in gender 
division of roles in hoe and plough culture. In the study area 
women’s roles in agricultural production have increased unlike 
their role in the traditional settings. However, similar patterns 
of change have observed in gender division of roles in hoe and 
plough culture. These changes in gender division of roles in 
hoe and plough culture are attributable to changes in socio-
cultural, economic and political life settings of the community. 
In this regard, the production and expansion of cash cropping 
as an economic variable; change in resources control and 
inheritance arrangement as socio-cultural element and policy 
reform like formal land certification as a political factor 
contributed a lot for the changes in gender division of roles in 
agricultural production in the study area. Consequently, in both 
hoe and plough culture husband and wife take share of 
responsibilities particularly in weeding, harvesting, storing and 
marketing activities, although husband still in the community 

take the biggest share in crop and coffee production. Contrary 
to this, women take the largest share in fruits and vegetables 
and livestock production. 

The finding of this study discloses that the use of land for 
cash crop production, particularly for coffee, limited farmers’ 
allocation of land for food crops in the study area. Cash crops in 
the study area have been expanded at the expense of land 
covered by enset (false banana) and some roots and grain crops. 
As a result the food production sector is at stake. If coffee 
production expanded at the expense of enset and roots crops, the 
staple food of the local community and thought to be drought 
resistant crops, food security at the household and community 
level could face challenges. Therefore, local farmers are advised 
to promote intensive farming while generating better income 
and investing the same on food production and productivity to 
secure food security. The concerned bodies shall also provide the 
necessary support for both food and cash crops production and 
productivity in the study area. 
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