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Abstract

The period of the Republic of China was a crucial window for the transformation of the urban-rural relationship in China from
traditional agrarian civilization to modern industrial civilization. As a special geographical unit located in the hinterland of the
Qinba Mountains and the border of Sichuan and Shaanxi, the evolution of the urban-rural relationship in southern Shaanxi was
not only embedded in the macro context of the national social transformation but also presented a unique path due to the regional
characteristics of mountainous barriers and frequent wars. This paper takes "functional transformation" and "interaction
mechanism" as the core clues and uses multiple research methods to systematically sort out the evolution trajectory of the urban-
rural relationship in southern Shaanxi from 1912 to 1949. The research shows that the urban-rural relationship in southern
Shaanxi during the Republic of China period presented distinct phased characteristics: from 1912 to 1937, driven by the military
demands of warlords, the expansion of urban trade, and the "industrial salvation of the country" policy, the "rural support for
urban" model was continuously strengthened. The countryside constructed a one-way support system through three dimensions:
material supply, labor mobility, and financial support, and the urban-rural interaction followed a single logic of "resources from
rural to urban". From 1937 to 1949, the war-time internal migration promoted the upgrading of urban functions, and the trend of
"urban leading rural" began to sprout. The city formed the initial form of two-way interaction through trade guidance,
technological penetration, and service extension. However, due to geographical barriers, weak industrial foundation, war damage,
and the lack of mechanisms, it presented characteristics of limited radiation, external dependence of driving force, and
vulnerability of the relationship fluctuating with the war situation. Overall, southern Shaanxi during the Republic of China period
did not complete the complete transformation from "rural support for urban" to "urban leading rural”, forming a mixed form of
"continuation of the traditional model + budding of modern trends". Its evolution was shaped by geographical transportation,
political wars, economic structure, and population mobility. Compared with the models of Guanzhong and northern Sichuan, it
highlighted the characteristics of "slowness, locality, and fragility". This paper fills the research gap on the urban-rural
relationship in mountainous border areas in modern times, provides a new case for related typological research, and also offers
historical references for the contemporary urban-rural integration and development in mountainous areas.
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