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Abstract: The Barkhor Street historical block is the epitome of Lhasa's urban development. Scientific evaluation of its
identifiability is of great significance for optimizing the spatial pattern of the block and improving the image cognition.
Based on text analysis of review data and space syntax, taking Barkhor Street in Lhasa as the research object, this paper
studies the block identifiability from two aspects of spatial structure and cognitive structure. The study found that the
spatial structure with a radius of 500m has the highest identifiability and is mostly located in the external traffic
convenience and the cystic passage. People tend to choose the simple path with high identifiability in use, and the global
and local integration degrees are the highest in Beijing East Road and Barkhor Street respectively. The cognitive focus
presents five aspects: historical building-image perception-regional culture-turning direction-block format. The cognitive
structure and spatial structure are highly correlated. The overall recognition of the Barkhor Street is high but the local
recognition is low, showing four relationships: high cognition-high accessibility, high cognition-low accessibility, low
cognition-high accessibility, and low cognition-low accessibility. On this basis, we can effectively judge the positive
space and negative space in the block, and provide applicable ideas for the dynamic protection and characteristic
cognition of historical blocks.
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